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QUALITATIVE RESEARCH STUDY
Title: Comparison of the performance in math assessment of all-female same sex, all-male same sex and co-ed students from different socio-economic status and backgrounds. 
Qualitative Purpose Statement
The key reason for this research is to enable me as a researcher to draw a conclusion of what leads to difference in performance of students. I will be able to draw this conclusion after doing a math test and comparing the scores in an all-female same-sex classroom, all-male same-sex classroom and a co-ed classroom. This assessment test should be done in three different elementary schools. 	Comment by Liu, Jin: purpose? 
Qualitative Research Question
What are the main differences in scores obtained by students from same gender classroom and co-ed classroom?	Comment by Liu, Jin: Is this a qualitative research question? 
Reasons leading to the achievement gaps?  
There should be notable differences in performance of students from different classrooms as compared to gender. According to my expectations as a researcher, students in same gender classrooms will perform differently with the students in a co-ed classroom. According to my research, I also should note a difference in performance of students based on their socio-economic and economic background. After my research, I can confidently conclude that there are differences in scores. Main differences may be as result of several issues (Dzwigol, 2020). For students, their socio-economic and economic backgrounds will highly affect their performance. Students should be availed with adequate revision and study materials and they should have peaceful environments for study. 
Different economic backgrounds pose different study environments. For a student to perform well in class, they should have peaceful minds. Some students from poor economic backgrounds have some challenges which interfere with their mental peace. This interference of the mind poses different challenges to these students which at large affect their own performance even in classwork. From my research I expect to have difference in results from students in a same gender classroom and those in a co-ed classroom (Gaber, 2020). Same gender classroom students will attain different scores as compared to students in a co-ed classroom. This is because there are different challenges which students experience while they are in a same gender classroom or in a co-ed classroom. There is more assistance in terms of group work in same gender classrooms as compared to co-ed classrooms. Due to this, there will be a notable difference in performance from these classrooms. Students from same gender classrooms tend to perform better than those students from a co-ed classroom. This is mainly because being with the same gender students, they tend to understand each other well and faster which poses an advantage of faster assistance in terms of classwork compared to those students in a co-ed classroom. 
Context and Participants
This research will be carried out in three different elementary schools. An all-female same-sex school, an all-male same-sex school and a co-ed school.  It is research which will take place at the inner city. It will involve students from different socio-economic and economic backgrounds as stated earlier. As a researcher, I have decided to carry out my research in kindergarten. I have decided to work hand in hand with the administration of these three different kindergarten classes to ensure I get the best from my research. I have targeted to carry out my research from six different classrooms (Mueller, 2017). This therefore means that I will have two kindergarten classes from each school. Since my research is from three different schools, I will sample my classes from an earlier day and prepare the students for this assessment early enough. I have decided to work with teachers from these schools to ensure that students are physically and mentally prepared for the test. Since these schools consist of students from different backgrounds, I have to ensure the test is fair for all students in regardless of their background and gender. 	Comment by Liu, Jin: Yes. 	Comment by Liu, Jin: With an expected sample size of XXX.
What sampling strategy do you plan to use? 
To ensure there is not any form of biasness, I will ensure there is same exam requirements in all schools. As I state the exam requirements, I should consider backgrounds of almost every student (Shah, 2020). This will enable me to at least have inquiries which are not in favor of any group of students or even a specific school. During the assessment, spacing for these students should be uniform to all examinees. To ensure that my research does not favor any group of students, I will have to ensure that supervision for the test is equal. Before the assessment day, all students should know of the test and be informed on the purpose of that particular test.
With the help of several supervisors, I will have to make sure allocated time for this test is adhered to. For my research to give a fair conclusion, I should work in hand with other supervisors and the management of these different schools and ensure that there is no any form of external interference to any student during the test time. 
To come up with the best conclusion after my research, I must ensure marking is done fairly. Fair marking of this assessment can only be done when the examiner will use a similar marking scheme. As a researcher with the goal of making a good conclusion which can even be relied on in the future, I have to ensure the marking scheme which the examiners will use to mark this exam is the same. I should add all marks scored in each classroom and divide it with the number of students in that specific classroom so as to calculate the mean for each class. After calculating the classes’ mean score, I will add each mean scores and divide them by two to get the mean score for each school. 	Comment by Liu, Jin: Check the comment above. 
The main focus of the quantitative study is to identify the score differences among the three classrooms. 
Do you want to investigate the reasons causing to such differences in the qualitative study? 
Research Design
I will independently collect scores scored by each classroom from the two classrooms from each school. I will therefore get the mean score for each classroom independently. After calculating each classroom’s mean score, I will proceed to calculate the mean grade for every school. After the mean grade from each school, I will therefore be able to draw a clear conclusion of my research. 	Comment by Liu, Jin: Please answer the following questions following the task directions. 
When using a qualitative design, broadly describe what you hope to achieve by using this research strategy.  Explain why qualitative methods are appropriate for this study.  For example, you may want to discuss an interest of "going in depth" in order to explore more fully the participants and their experiences, or you may describe how this is a unique context that needs exploration. Do some reading on qualitative designs and include reference citations that would help you provide a rationale for why a qualitative design would be most appropriate to answer your research questions. What characteristics of qualitative research are appropriate to your research (Check Textbook page 180)?
Select one qualitative approach from our textbook reading and make sure to describe that here as well, providing a rationale for why that specific design aligns with your research questions/purpose. Please select one of the five approaches discussed in the textbook (Ethnography, Narrative, Phenomenological, Grounded Theory and Case Study). 

Data Sources
As a qualitative researcher, I will make sure I use math tests scores from the beginning of the year to mid-year. Past results for these students assist me to in setting questions for the assessment. The test should meet the standards for kindergarten students. I must ensure the test is fair and the questions should be challenging but doable to the students. This will help me meet a reliable conclusion which will be usable even in future. I will ensure there is analysis of data from all classrooms 	Comment by Liu, Jin: You will need to collect qualitative data, such as interview and observation. 
I will analyze the results in order to do a comparison of the results from all the three schools. This analysis will ensure there is reliability and validity of this research conclusion. I will make sure that there is comparison of pre-test and post-test results of each student who sat for this test. This comparison will give other researchers real information of every student. 
Description of the Procedures
Control Group
Before conducting this research, I will seek permission and approval from these three different schools to conduct my research. this will only be from the review boards of these kindergarten classes. I have to use a procedure which will enable every student to willingly and fully participate in this test. I have to ensure that I conduct my study from the beginning of the year to mid-year in all kindergarten classes (Gaber, 2020). This will enable me as the researcher to create all math tests that will be given to each classroom. I should ensure that these tests align with the Common Core Standards. Targeted students will just have to take the math tests. 
Throughout the study, I will also observe how teachers in these different settings teach math and I will interview teachers and students to get their opinions on the type of setting they work and teach in. This will enable me to conduct my research well and draw a good conclusion which will be reliable in future as well (Grodal, 2021). The math tests given will be scored and recorded. The interview will be not more than 5 questions long. The results of the test will be used determine the performance of each class. This performance will therefore be used to outline the advantages and disadvantages of each group of class based on gender. 	Comment by Liu, Jin: The interview and observations should be discussed in data sources. 
Do you plan to interview all students? Consider the workload in interviews. 	Comment by Liu, Jin: ? Is this your research question? Clarify. 
As a researcher, I will draw a conclusion based on the comparison of different genders from my post-test finding (Khoshnaw, 2020). I will also, draw a conclusion that will be usable to other groups and researchers reliablity on social-economic and background effects to education. I have to make sure that my research and finding is reliable and valid for future use.	Comment by Liu, Jin: Is this about researcher’s role? Add a subtitle. 
What are the potential biases? How do you plan to address them? 

Rubric
	Criteria
	Pt – 20

	A description of the context and participants
	3.5

	A description of the research design 
	1

	A description of the data sources
	1

	A description of the procedures
	3.5

	Describe the researcher’s role
	1




Score: 10 
You can resubmit your work to get a maximum of 18 by October 3 at liu99@mailbox.sc.edu. 
Please email me finalized research question/purpose first before you revise your work.  
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